Blending and grammar 		Fauconnier & Turner      


I) Blended spaces

-  Mental spaces are small conceptual packets constructed as we think and talk, for purposes of local understanding and action.  They are interconnected, and can be modified as thought and discourse unfold.

-  In blending, structure from two input spaces is projected to a third space (the "blend").  

-  The blend inherits partial structure from the input spaces, and has emergent structure of its own.

Some features of blending

- Blending exploits and develops counterpart connections between inputs.  Any two counterparts may or may not be fused in the blend, and fused elements need not be counterparts.  

- Blending has many effects, including the conceptual integration of related events into one complex event, the development of novel conceptual structure, the use and evolution in the blend of frames not conventional for its inputs.  Blended spaces are sites for central cognitive work reasoning, drawing inferences, developing emotions.

-  Blending is usually not consciously perceived, but it can be highlighted (jokes, cartoons, puzzles, poetry, ...)

- Dynamically, input spaces and blends under construction recruit structure from more stable, elaborate, and conventional conceptual structures that may have conventional connections of various sorts shared frame roles, connections of identity or transformation or representation, metaphoric connections, etc.  These conventional connections are fully available to the work of blending.  Blending may exploit simultaneously more than one kind of counterpart connection (e.g., frame-role connection and identity connection).  Through entrenchment, blending can influence conventional structures and their conventional connections.  Blends can themselves become conventional.

- During blending, conceptual work may be required at any site in the conceptual array.  Spaces, domains, and frames can proliferate and be modified.  Blending can be applied successively during that proliferation.

-  Examples the debate with Kant, desk-top, Buddhist monk, complex numbers (angles, imaginary parts, magnitudes, ...).  



The debate with Kant

1.  I claim that reason is a self-developing capacity.  Kant disagrees with me on this point.  He says it's innate, but I answer that that's begging the question, to which he counters, in Critique of Pure Reason, that only innate ideas have power.  But I say to that, what about neuronal group selection?  And he gives no answer.
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2.  From Journal et revue de presse RFI.  Summary of what the daily newspapers say about the French diplomatic response to the taking of French hostages in Cambodia.  Each editorialist is unaware of what the others are writing on the same day

Or, rappelle José FORT, "on ne traite jamais avec des tueurs, on les combat, on les isole, on les met hors d'état de nuire, mais c'est tout le contraire qui a été fait lors de ces accords". "Non, la FRANCE n'a rien à se reprocher, lui rétorque Alain DANJOU dans le COURRIER DE L'OUEST.  La FRANCE a encouragé le retour d'un régime plus attentif aux droits de l'homme et la négociation engagée rendait possible une issue heureuse".

[And, reminds [us] J.F., " blah, blah". "No, blah blah, retorts [to him] A. D. in the COURRIER DE L'OUEST.  blah, blah..."]

3.  The bean burrito is the Californian Croque Monsieur.

4.  The bean burrito is California's answer to France's Croque Monsieur.

5.  Stag's Leap Chardonnay is California's answer to Corton-Charlemagne.


II)  Metaphor is one of the phenomena that give rise to blends.  It has the appropriate features

-  partial projection from input spaces
-  emergent structure in the blend
-  counterpart structure between input spaces
-  projection of integration of events from the source (He digested the book.)
-  the blend is usually not consciously perceived, but it can be highlighted  ("He was so angry that his hat caught fire/ that steam was shooting out his navel.")
- cognitive work specific to Blend (anger, personification, . . .)

III) Other phenomena give rise to blends inventive actions, analogy, dramatic performance, counterfactuals, integrated meanings, constructions.  All of these have partial projection, emergent structure, counterpart mappings, and so on.

IV)  Integrated meanings and their formal expression

dophin-safe, jail-bait, Mcjobs, red pencil, boathouse, houseboat, Chunnel

(Typically, a conceptual blend is not mirrored in a formal blend.) 



(V)  Blending and grammar

- schematic spaces  (frames, schemas, ...)  and their representative grammatical constructions (assemblies)

-  event integration caused motion case (Goldberg)
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6.   He sneezed the napkin off the table.
7.   He trotted the horse into the stable.
8.   He rolled the drum into the warehouse.
9.   He let the tank into the compound.
9a.  	*He let the tank.
9b.	*He let.
10.  He forced the tank into the compound.
10a.	*He forced the tank.
10b.	*He forced.
11.  He waved the tanks into the compound.
12.  He carted the drums into the warehouse.
13.  He handed the boxes over the fence.
14.  He muscled the boxes over the fence.
15.  He ordered the tanks into the compound.

16.  He Houdinied the drums out of the compound.
17.  He trotted the horse around the park.
18.  He trotted the stroller around the park.
19.  He sped the car around the lot.
19a. The car sped around the lot.
19b.	*He sped the car.
19c.  *The car sped.
20.  He brought the water to a boil.
21'.	%He brought the water.
21.  He turned the tomatoes into spaghetti sauce.
21'. 	%He turned the tomatoes.
22.  Anger choked the life out of him.
23.  *Anger choked the life.
24.  *Anger choked.
25.  "So far, the people of this small textile town in northwestern South Carolina have been unable to pray Mrs. Smith's two little boys home again." NYT.
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-  causatives (Kemmer and Verhagen)
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26.	Pierre nourrit Paul.
27.	Pierre fait manger Paul.
	(Pierre feeds Paul.)

28.	Pierre expedie le paquet.
29.	Pierre fait envoyer le paquet. 
	(Pierre sends the package.)

30.	Pierre donne la soupe à Paul.
31.	Pierre fait manger la soupe à Paul.
	(Pierre feeds Paul the soup.)

32.  Pierre        se          fait    aider.  
              [Pierre has (someone) help him]
       "Pierre" "himself" "cause" "help"
33.  Pierre         se       déteste.  
[Pierre hates himself]
"Pierre" "himself" "hates"

34.  * Pierre se montre Jeanne.  
[intended Pierre shows Jeanne to herself]

35.  Pierre fait se tuer Paul. 
 [Pierre makes Paul kill himself]

36.  *Paul fait la tuer Paul.  
[intended  Pierre makes Paul kill her]  
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Clitic pronoun syntax and NP-se-V syntax come from Input 1.
V1=V2 is specific to Blend.  V1-se-V2 is specific to Blend, with se-V2 coming from Input 2.
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